178 


1 \ ^ hi --t 'l r , , 

1 4 L tix, /» * <*> U'K'V 


KENNEDY 5/13/74 
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3Y JOYCE PETERS Oil 

CNS STAFF V/RITEk . 

LOS ANGELES (CMS). — CORONER THOMAS T. NOGUCHI TODAY INSISTED TrtAT 
THE BULLETS WHICH. KILLED SEN. ROBERT. F. KENNEDY -WERE FIRED AT POINT- 
BLANK RANGE DESPITE CONFLICTING TESTIMONY FROM WITNESSES TO THE 
ASSASI NATION. 

NOGUCHI SAID HE BASED HIS FINDINGS ON "PHYSICAL EVIDENCE' SHOWING 
THAT THE GUM COULD NOT, HAVE BEEN MORE THAN ONE TO THREE INCHES FROM THI 
SENATOR’S HEAD. 

EYEWITNESSES WHO SAW KENNEDY SHOT IN JUNE, 1968, AT THfc AMBASSADOR 
HOTEL HAVE TESTIFIED THAT CONVICTED ASSASSIN SIRHAN Be SIRHaN WAS 
STANDING SEVERAL FEET OR YARDS AWAY. 

TTOSUCHI WAS THE FINAL WIT MESS AT A HEARING CALLED BY SUPERVISOR 

BAXTER WARD TO LOOK INTO THE BALLISTICS CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING 

THE SHOOTING. ” ’ • ‘ 

EARLIER, TWO FIREARMS EXPERTS RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SULLiiTS 
WHICH COULD BACK UP CLAIMS BY SOME CRITICS THAT MORE THAN- ONE GUN WAS 
USED IN THE ASSASSINATION. 

■ WARD SAID HE WOULD REVIEW EVIDENCE PRESENTED IN THE THREE -HOUR 
SESSION AND PRESENT HIS FINDINGS TO SUPERVISORS A WEEK FROM TOMORROW. 
(MORE) 





